
9-1-1 service, or requests 9-1-1 service using an electronic 

communications device, when there is not an emergency and knowingly or 

intentionally:

(1)  remains silent; or

(2)  makes abusive or harassing statements to a PSAP employee.

(c)  A person commits an offense if the person knowingly permits an 

electronic communications device, including a telephone, under the 

person's control to be used by another person in a manner described in 

Subsection (b).

(d)  An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor.

Added by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 582, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1989.  

Amended by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 14, Sec. 284(2), eff. Sept. 1, 1991;  

Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 900, Sec. 1.01, eff. Sept. 1, 1994.

Amended by: 

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 331 (H.B. 1972), Sec. 6, eff. 

September 1, 2013.

Sec. 42.062.  INTERFERENCE WITH EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE.  

(a)  An individual commits an offense if the individual knowingly 

prevents or interferes with another individual's ability to place an 

emergency call or to request assistance, including a request for 

assistance using an electronic communications device, in an emergency 

from a law enforcement agency, medical facility, or other agency or 

entity the primary purpose of which is to provide for the safety of 

individuals.

(b)  An individual commits an offense if the individual recklessly 

renders unusable an electronic communications device, including a 

telephone, that would otherwise be used by another individual to place an 

emergency call or to request assistance in an emergency from a law 

enforcement agency, medical facility, or other agency or entity the 

primary purpose of which is to provide for the safety of individuals.

(c)  An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor, except 

that the offense is a state jail felony if the actor has previously been 

convicted under this section.

(d)  In this section, "emergency" means a condition or circumstance 

in which any individual is or is reasonably believed by the individual 

making a call or requesting assistance to be in fear of imminent assault 

or in which property is or is reasonably believed by the individual 

making the call or requesting assistance to be in imminent danger of 
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damage or destruction.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 690, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.  

Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 460, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003;  

Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1164, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Amended by: 

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 331 (H.B. 1972), Sec. 7, eff. 

September 1, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 331 (H.B. 1972), Sec. 8, eff. 

September 1, 2013.

The following section was amended by the 86th Legislature. Pending 

publication of the current statutes, see HB3490, 86th Legislature, 

Regular Session, for amendments affecting the following section.

Sec. 42.07.  HARASSMENT.  (a)  A person commits an offense if, with 

intent to harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, or embarrass another, the 

person:

(1)  initiates communication and in the course of the 

communication makes a comment, request, suggestion, or proposal that is 

obscene;

(2)  threatens, in a manner reasonably likely to alarm the 

person receiving the threat, to inflict bodily injury on the person or to 

commit a felony against the person, a member of the person's family or 

household, or the person's property;

(3)  conveys, in a manner reasonably likely to alarm the person 

receiving the report, a false report, which is known by the conveyor to 

be false, that another person has suffered death or serious bodily 

injury;

(4)  causes the telephone of another to ring repeatedly or makes 

repeated telephone communications anonymously or in a manner reasonably 

likely to harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, embarrass, or offend 

another;

(5)  makes a telephone call and intentionally fails to hang up 

or disengage the connection;

(6)  knowingly permits a telephone under the person's control to 

be used by another to commit an offense under this section; or

(7)  sends repeated electronic communications in a manner 

reasonably likely to harass, annoy, alarm, abuse, torment, embarrass, or 

offend another.
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